bibliography alone is of great value and so well related to the text that the information is readily accessible. The combination of text numbers and alphabetical arrangement of the references is particularly convenient.
As in others of this series the printing and layout of the book are particularly clear and pleasant to read. We must then be indebted to the author, the general editor of the series Dr J A Fraser Roberts, and the publishers that the first book on this subject is of such excellence. ALAN Medical 1967 Basel: S Karger The volume is valuable for two reviews dealing with teeth. Neither is very readable, but both are admirable catalogues of information and make up more than half the book. The bibliography on nutrition and caries runs to 13 pages. The chapter on fluoride provides the ammunition required by anyone who has to do battle either in committee or on a public platform with emotional anti-fluoridators. It is a well reasoned statement of the role of fluoride deficiency in the wtiology of caries. Lighter and more readable chapters deal with nutrition in Tanzania and the digestion of lipids by ruminants. The brief chapter on relationships between protein and calories could only be understood by experts, who would probably disagree with much of it. The chapter on the world food situation is a wordy digest of FAO's Third World Food Survey. Finally in the chapter on economic implications of food aid, it is distressing to find that a senior administrator in the Economic Research Service of the US Department of Agriculture can string together so many pages of thoughtless cliches. This small book is a beautiful account of 64 thymic tumours (44 personally observed). It is remarkable that none were lost sight of in the follow-up. Because of the method of selection, there was twice the usual 15% incidence of tumours in myasthenia gravis and this broadens the basis of the important conclusion that the risk of death from malignancy of a thymic tumour in myasthenia gravis is 1 in 100 but that if there is a known tumour it is 1 in 15. Tumours were unusual in the younger myasthenics but common in those over40. Perhaps the high success rate of diagnostic radiology (43 out of 44) could have been made perfect by thymic venography. J G Greenfield used to say that the thymus was always abnormal in myasthenia gravis even if not tumorous and there was a spate of thymectomies in his day. Even then there were doubts of their efficacy, which are now supported by the conclusion that as probably no benefit follows removal of thymic tumours, they should all be treated by X-rays which help against the tumour but do not improve myasthenia.
There is a fascinating short section on the nature of the relationship between thymic tumours and myasthenia gravis but the book is mainly a factual study recording what is really a judicial inquiry and is a model of what such a monograph should be. Bacteriology', and its purpose is to aid bacteriologists in the many questions that arise in bacteriological nomenclature.
It is primarily a collection from published work of all the scientific names that have been proposed for bacteria, whether now accepted or not. It consists of three parts. An introduction gives instruction in the use of the Index. The Index proper lists, with considerable relevant details, the names of bacteria, recognized as the class Schizomycetes. There are approximately 28,900 entries. The third part, the Bibliography, is an alphabetical list of authors cited in the Index with references and titles of their articles.
This volume is hardly likely to be in frequent use in most hospital laboratories, but when from time to time problems of bacterial nomenclature arise, it will be invaluable. Here in about 100 pages two workers who have been concerned with the practical problems of oral contraceptives since the start lay down in astonishing detail all that needs to be known. They describe the tools (oestrogens and progestogens) and how they are metabolized and excreted. They discuss where they acton the hypothalamus, by inhibiting gonadotrophin release, on ovum transport, by preventing nidation, by inducing abnormal endometrial patterns, or by rendering the cervical mucus hostile. They indicate the methods of conducting and recording clinical trials -Dr Goldzieher has devised the most comprehensive and acceptable (e.g. by the IPPF) procedure for evaluating the effects and side-effects of oral contraceptives. They summarize the experience of all the principal observers on the relative effectiveness of the various methods. They describe the effects of these hormones on the various structures of the reproductive tract, as well as the side-effects, the hazards and the acceptance by various communities of these methods of contraception.
Dr Goldzieher of San Antonio, Texas, is one of the foremost American endocrinologists and Dr Edris Rice-Wray has as long a practical experience as any worker in the world of field trials of oral contraceptives. Between them they have therefore given one of the most authoritative accounts of this topical and vitally important subject. Their little monograph has the rare merit of being clear, concise and comprehensive. It deals with the commoner conditions producing arterial ischamia in the lower limba subject in which Professor Dible has been interested for many years.
In the early chapters the range of normal arterial structure and the changes that occur in the ageing artery are considered. There is also a provocative chapter dealing with the blood supply of the arterial wall in health and disease and the mechanism of canalization of thrombi. The rest of the book is devoted to atherosclerotic occlusive disease and thromboangiitis obliterans. The detailed and painstaking radiological and histological studies carried out by the author on amputated limbs and digits are described; the vascular changes observed are correlated with clinical observations to trace the natural history of ischmmic disorders of the limb.
The book is easy to read, well and abundantly illustrated and there is a selected bibliography. All clinicians and pathologists interested in the problems of the ischmmic limb will find it stimulating and a source of much information. London: Lloyd-Luke This book by members of the staff of the Northwestern University Medical School is in three sections: the first on cell biology, the second on biochemical genetics and the third on clinical genetics. The chapter on the structure of the cell describes how electron microscopy has been more helpful in resolving cytoplasmic structures than in telling us much about the chromosomes themselves. The chapter on chromosomes, as well as describing the known autosomal anomaly syndromes in infants, gives several examples from rodents of the kind of centric fusion which must have been responsible for the derivation of the 46 chromosomes of Homo from the 48 of the common African man-chimpanzee-gorilla ancestor. The chapter on protein biosynthesis under the control of DNA emphasizes that many gene mutations probably result from single base substitutions in one triplet of bases in the DNA backbone of the chromosome. The nature of the regulator and operator genes is fully described.
The clinical section of the book illustrates general principles from the hemoglobinopathies and inborn errors of metabolism. The book is a satisfactory introduction to human genetics though the section on cell biology goes into more detail than the medical practitioner will need. C 0 CARTER
